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foresee how imminent was war between Austria and
France, she would have felt even keener regret at
Napoleon's departure. As for him, he knew full
well that the part he was about to play was full of
peril. But for men of his sort, danger is a pleasure.
With their pride and audacity they find joy in tempt-
ing, braving, and defying fortune. The need of
strong emotions is the keynote of their character.
They like neither repose nor safety. To rulers of
that kind a prosperous but uneventful reign seems
like a degradation, and desiring for their subjects as
well as for themselves excitement and adventures,
fchey think themselves sent into the world to provide
material for history. Such was Napoleon, a high
player and a great actor, who lived for posterity.